
 

        

Intimacy 
According to the American Psychological Association, intimacy is defined as “an interpersonal 
state of extreme emotional closeness such that each party’s personal space can be entered 
by any of the other parties without causing discomfort to that person.”  Whereas many of us 
can say that we have experienced only glimpses of intimacy, even within our closest of 
relationships (every spouse, friend, child, sibling, aunty, uncle and or parent knows that it’s 
hard work to maintain closeness in these close relationships), intimacy, this radical 
interpersonal closeness, is something that God reconciled us to Himself for.   

And on this side of new creation, perhaps the best way to pursue intimacy with God is to 
frame it in terms that makes sense to us.  We’ll take a look at some familiar relationships to set 
the stage, and then go one step farther into a radial intimacy that God lays out for us.   

Levels of Intimacy  
Think about levels of intimacy in terms of how we engage with different relationships in our 
own lives.  Keep in mind that these levels of intimacy are not an exact representation of our 
relationship with God, but they are helpful to assist us in how we can symbolically gauge our 
closeness to Jesus in ways that make sense to us.   

 Servant: intimacy rooted in Obedience  
 “I no longer call you servants, because a     
  servant does not know his master’s  
  business.  Instead, I have called you  
  friends, for everything that I learned from  
  my Father I have made know to  
  you.” (John 15:14-15) 

  A servant is under orders.  They do as    
  they are told.  They behave as 

employees.  In terms of intimacy, servants are removed from personal relationship, kept at a 
distance, and are on a need-to-know basis.   
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Soldier: intimacy rooted in Effectiveness  
“Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No one serving as a soldier gets 
entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer.” (2 Timothy 
2:3-4) 

A soldier’s value and worth comes from what they can offer and how they can perform.  Paul 
used this term to describe his close ministry friends.  The typical thoughts of this kind of 
intimacy is “I am valued if I am valuable to my master.”  

Friend: intimacy rooted in Proximity  
“Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” (Exodus 
33:11) 

Throughout Scripture, friendship with God is usually paired with close proximity to His 
presence.  You can choose to withdraw from the presence of a friend and distance yourself 
from the relationship.  Friendship garners deep relationship and influence due to close 
proximity, but friends don’t  typically live in the same house.  

Child: intimacy rooted in Identity  
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” (Romans 8:14-17)  

A child is secure in knowing that they are always the child of their parents, no matter what.  A 
child has access to all of their parent’s lives and livelihood.  They are heirs to what belongs to 
the family.   

Bride: intimacy rooted in Oneness  
“Let us rejoice and exalt him and give him glory, 
 because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come. 
 And his bride has made herself ready.” (Revelation 19:7) 

The deepest and closest level of intimacy.  Face to face.  Naked and unashamed.  Nothing is 
withheld from each other and everything is freely given and received by the other.  The 
design of man and woman is to become one in perfect unity.  But, it doesn’t just stop there — 
the reference to our identity as the Bride of Christ is also one of a few images that affirm our 
identity as communal — that although we are many individuals, our greater identity is 
wrapped in a singular oneness with others.   

Where do you see yourself in relationship with God/Jesus right now?   
What could be hindrances from going to a deeper level of relationship?   



Next Level of Intimacy 
As we said, intimacy with God isn’t just an individual relationship.  N. T. Wright says, “Love 
means radical intimacy in a family named Christ’s body.” (Jesus and the Victory of God). M. 
Scott Peck goes into further detail, writing  

If it is so channeled, life in community may touch upon something perhaps even 
deeper than joy. There are a few who repeatedly seek out brief experiences of 
community as if such episodes were some sort of “fix.” This is not to be decried. We all 
need “fixes” of joy in our lives. But what repeatedly draws me into community is 
something more. When I am with a group of human beings committed to hanging in 
there through both the agony and the joy of community, I have a dim sense that I am 
participating in a phenomenon for which there is only one word. I almost hesitate to 
use it. The word is “glory”’ (The Different Drum: Community and Peace) 

In order for us to understand what communal intimacy with God even means, we have to look 
at the beginning and end of God’s story.  We have to look at both Genesis and Revelation.  
For instance, in the beginning, God created image-bearers to take dominion and have 
authority over the whole world, to cultivate it and continue to create — essentially, to rule with 
God to make a garden into a city.  How do we know this?  We look at the end - in Revelation, 
the place that God’s presence is radiating in is not a garden, it’s a city.  What started out as a 
garden wasn’t what God meant for it to stay as.  

Likewise, in the beginning, God created image-bearers, male and female He created them, to 
reflect who He is and what He’s like to the rest of the world — that the Trinitarian God has 
community in His nature.  But, what started out as a marriage didn’t end with just a coming 
together of a husband and wife — God’s intent was to start with a many coming together in 
unity (like His own communal nature) in order to become a family that blesses all nations. How 
do we know this?  We look at the end - in Revelation, it isn’t just one married couple that 
experiences God’s complete and unhidden presence; it’s nations - from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and tongues (Rev 7:9).  What started out as a marriage to reflect God’s 
own radical intimacy with us wasn’t what God meant for it to stay as.   

Intimacy of the Bride of Christ, being rooted in Oneness, has a lot to do with our communal 
identity.  Jesus isn’t out to pursue a 1:1 intimacy with us — he’s out to help us experience 
fullness of who He is, participating in the Trinity, a God who in his very nature is communal, in 
order to help us live into the fullness of intimacy — and according to God, there is no intimacy 
without community.   

What does communal intimacy look like?  Have you ever experienced it?  What could 
communal intimacy - this radical interpersonal closeness - between our community and 
God look like?      


