
MKAO: True Humanity

 

        

Son of Man: Recap  
We’ve seen how the “Son of Man” was the term Jesus most associated himself with, even to 
the point solidifying his death sentence.  In Mark 14:60-62, the high priest, the anointed one 
(in Jewish culture, only Kings and Priests were anointed into these positions of authority) is 
trying Jesus in a court of law, bringing in mismatched false witnesses, and nothing was 
working because Jesus remains silent. Then he asks this question - are you the Christ - the 
anointed one? And Jesus replies by giving a straight reference to the vision that Daniel had 
during the Israelites’ exile into Babylon - this response, that the Son of Man, riding on clouds 
and sitting down in a place of authority with God is the very response that led to His 
crucifixion.  

The vision in Daniel 7 that Jesus is referencing, shows a crazy scene where four mutated 
beasts, representing a sort of “reverse-creation” story, are trampling on and killing the people 
of God.  God as the “Ancient of Days” sits on a chariot throne with unseated throne(s) next to 
Him, and He exalts the “Son of Man”.  The human one or the one who represents humanity 
comes up from among the trampled people of God, riding on clouds, and takes up the 
empty throne seat next to God.   

This prophecy probably sets up the scene most clearly for who Jesus is more than any other 
prophetic word about the Messiah/Christ: the truth of the matter is this: not only is Jesus 
trying to show us who God is, but He’s also trying to show us who We are supposed to be. He 
is the exact imprint of God, but He is also the best representation of what it means to be 
Human. Fully God and fully man  

Back to the Beginning 
Before we move on, we need to spend some time looking back at Genesis 1-3 to always have 
in mind God’s heart for humanity.  His shaping of both our identity, who we are, and our 
purpose, what are we meant to do.   
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So God created [humankind] in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.” (Gen 1:27-28 NIV) 

In looking at Genesis 1-3 and the above poem in particularly, we see very clearly who we are 
and what we are meant to do.  God created humanity to be His image-bearers.  The ones who 
are to reflect who He is and what He is like.  And God created humanity to do 3 specific 
things: rule, subdue, and fill the earth.  In fact, we can’t help but do these 3 things, but 
because of the brokenness in the world and in all of our lives, we are fractured image-bearers, 
ruling and subduing and filling the earth in very broken ways.  The world and its history is full 
of humans who have ruled and are continuing to rule and take control, exercising abuse of 
power over others.  In subduing, or creating and cultivating culture, humans have often lived 
into our cultural mandate by creating things for our own selfish gain at the expense of 
marginalized people groups and the land we were meant to care for.  And filling the earth is 
wrought with divided segregated people groups, a world of “us versus them”.   

How are we meant to be image-bearers and rule, subdue, and fill the earth?  

Image Bearers according to the Son of Man  
This is where Jesus comes in.  As Hebrews 1:2-3 says, He is the exact imprint of God, the 
perfect image-bearer.  And Jesus shows us who to rule, subdue and fill the earth.   

Jesus ruled through self-giving love.  He ruled as a servant-King.   

Jesus subdued creation by creating culture for the flourishing of others and the land.  His 
work was true worship.   

Jesus filled the earth, never having married or children of His own, by creating community 
around Him who were called to love one another for the sake of the community around them.   

Being an image-bearer means to live a life of self-giving, serving love; create culture around 
us for the flourishing of others; and increase community for others to be invited to the sense 
of belonging and purpose found deeply in Jesus.   

How do you rule, subdue, and fill the earth?   
In what ways do you rule, subdue, and fill the earth like Jesus?  In what ways do you 
not?  


